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No Garden Is Complete Without

By Garry Menendez, University of Tennessee
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F et;i"havc you last visited a promi-
‘nent garden or landscape and

failed to encounter a pond, stream,
waterfall, fountain or at least a bird-
bath? No matter what the size of
your yard, you too can experience
the calming sensation a water fea-
ture provides.

Just imagine yourself kicked
back in a shade-dappled hammock
on a lazy Sunday afternoon. Only

Just Add

occasionally you break from your
classic novel to reach over and take
a sip from a frosty beverage. Sud-
denly you realize you can’t hear
the hum of the A/C unit next door.
The constant yapping of the neigh-
bor’s dogs seems to have dimin-
ished (we've got plenty of those,
you're welcome to come by and
take your pick). The only sound
that fills the air is that of the water
splashing over moss covered rocks
as it returns to your garden pond.
Sounds nice, doesn't it?

The guts of any gar-
den pond consist of a
flexible pond liner, a
good pump, plenty of
rocks & pea gravel.
Plants and fish are op-
tional, but I see them
as completing the
scene. First, find the
spot in your yard

Just imagine
yourself kicked
back in a
shade-dappled
hammock on a

sunlight on your pond. This is true
if you're planning on collecting
water lilies or other blooming

plants. If you don't have

this much sun, don’t sweat
it. You'll also have less
algae. Contrary to what
may appear to be common
sense, avoid placing the
pond in the lowest place in
the yard. This only invites
drainage and runoff prob-
lems, like being the recipi-

where you would get | ent of your neighbor’s lawn
azy Sunda y $

the most benefit from a y y fertilizer after a big rain.

water feature. Make afternoon. Digging a hole for the

certain that you have
electricity nearby or
that an electrician can
install a weatherproof
GFI (ground fault interrupter) out-
let nearby. Some say that you must
have a minimum of six hours of

pond involves sweat and if
its hot enough, you can fill
your pond at the same
time..yuck! The depth of a
garden pond should be about 18 to
24 inches if you want fish to sur-
vive a ‘“typical” Tennessee winter.

The Trellis 1998



. —’.-_—_r“‘ -



Just Add

Water

Another critical step is to excavate a
“shelf” (that will be no deeper than about
12 inches when the pond is full) around
the perimeter of the pond. This does two
things. It will enable you to let the rock
that edges the pond step down below
water level and thus hide the liner..a
must! It also provides a shallow shelf for
bog plants, which don't like too much
water over their roots. After the hole is
dug and the edges are level, line the pond
with thick layers of
wel newspapers to
provide a cushion
between the earth
and liner, Next, fin-
ish the pond by in-
stalling rock to hide
the liner and serve
as an edge around
the top of the pond.
Fill in the voids
with pea gravel.
The excavated
(ulming earth from the

pond can be used

No matter
what the size
of your yard,
you too can

experience the

sensation a b povide eharges
in elevation and
water feature
thus a waterfall.
provides. When selecting a

liner and pump for
your pond, get as
much as you can
afford. Forty-mil-
limeter-thick butyl
rubber liners can
be pricey but theyll
last a long time. A pump should circulate
about half the pond volume per hour to
provide a healthy habitat for plants and
fish.

A word of caution: This is the Reader’s
Digest Condensed version of how to install a
garden pond. There are plenty of books,
TV shows and live seminars (as opposed
to dead seminars) that deal with this sub-
ject more thoroughly. It is my hope that
this little blurb just serves as a spark to ig-
nite your imagination and eventually
allow you to “complete” your garden by
just adding water. #
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Y00 SUPPLY THE WRTER,
WE'LL SUPPLY THE REST.

Over 200 varieties of aquatic plants. Highland Rim Aguatic Plant
Fertilizer and Koi food, Cyprio, Mag Noy, Pond Master pumps,
Sequence, Misty Mountain, Pond Guard liner, and the list goes on
of only the best in water garden and Koi products.

We are very pleased to offer the outcame of their
combined efforts with Scott’s Hortictlttiral Division: the
Highland Rim Aquatic Plant Fertilizer. Our 10 gram tab
has surpassed all our expectations with it's 10-26-10
copper free formula. It is designed for maximum
blooming potential and has added micro nutrients as
well. The best feature of all is you can finally have an
ST | aquatic plant fertilizer that won't dissolve and crumble
HIE before you can get it into the soil.

Green & Hagstrom

fquatic Nursery and Water Garden Supply

7767 Fernvale Road, P.O. Box 658, Fairview, TN 37062
615/799-0708 FAX 615/ 799-9515.
Check out our website at www.greenandhagstrom.com

Tennessee

Knows quality
that’s why they choose

GEORGIA
PINE STRAW
The Matural Chofce

1-800-944-4753
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